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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Board classified the book Avocado: An Erotic Adventure of Spirit and Sensuaiity 
as objectionable if made available to persons under the age of 18 years, pursuant to 
sections 3(1) and (4) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. 

The publication contains explicit, principally heterosexual fantasy and sexual activity. 
Sexual activity with a young person, sado-masochism and fantasies of gang rape are a 
part of the story. In the Board’s view, the dominant effect of the publication is of sexual 
activity and sexual fantasy often described in the vernacular. 

The Board did acknowledge merit in the publication as a pioneering work of this genre. 
It has merit in its descriptions of New Zealand scenery, its variety of settings and 
movement back and forward in time. The sensitivities shown to women partners and 
positive social comments on safe sex, social responsibility for partners and children, 
and refraining from use of marijuana during pregnancy were attributes of merit. 

The Board considered the availability of Avocado: An Erotic Adventure of Spirit and 
Sensuaiity was likely to be injurious to the public pursuant to section 3 of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act unless restricted to persons 18 years and 
over. The Living lYorddecision {Living Word Distributors Ltd. v Human Rights Action 
Group [2000] BCL 892) was considered in defining injury to the public good. 

The Board did not consider further conditions were required under section 27 of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Act due to the presentation of the cover being 
unobjectionable, with the model discretely posed, undistorted and faceless. The 
drawings at the head of each chapter and the text would need concerted viewing to 
cause possible offence. 
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Taking into account the Moonen decision {Moonen y Film and Literature Board of 
Review[2000] 2 NZLR 9) and the Bill of Rights, the Board considers the above 
decision complies with the requirements of the Court of Appeal decision. 

The Board notes with concern the Applicant’s informal evidence on apparent lack of 
compliance with decisions of the Classification Office and/or the Board. 
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